Students create a storyte g village

By ANDREW HACKMACK

A story s 50 much more than written
wards, That's the lesson sixth graders at
Forest Foad Schood learned during & special
workshop series, The students then took
this bessomn and puot it into practice

Barry Marshall has been a storyteller for
decades and visits school throughout the
tri-state area sharing his expertise. He and
his partner Dr. Jerl Burns are The Sfo-
ryerafters, based in Philmont, BY, Marshall
spent five days at Forest Road turning the
students inbo story telling experts them-

PROFESSIONAL STORYTELLER BARRY
MARSHALL recently conducted a

series of workshops with sisth grade
students at Forest Road School.

Marshall sald the basis of storytelling ls
io play off ome's imagination. A storyieller
ghould use imagery and vivid descriptions
o makea the tabe come alive for the listeners.
“The goal is to get them to tell the shory n
their own language,” he said, adding that
theery should be abie todo so without having
to read it from a plece of paper in front of
them.

Siudents chose traditional folkiales that
they would read to other students in the
gehonl @t the end of the program. Marshall
spent four days working with the sixth
grade classes to teach them the neciasnry
aleills to be sucoessful storytelae On Feh
12, the Afth day af his visit, the students

| wern 1t Ioose at Forest Road.

“Rasically the sixth grade takes over and
we crente o storyiolling villape,” Marghall
=aiid.

Thie tesschers of the classes Marshall vis
fted are Linda Eessler, Bruce Lesser and
Dennis Terrell. Kesaler sabd the students
really seemed to enjoy the experience
“They were very excited about going io the
other grades,” she said, "They became,
what [ would sy authentle storytelbers."

Kezsler aald the children learned that
thery dom't just memorize a story, they tell it
from the beart. She sald by the final work-
shop session all the shadents had their stocy
memorized. OF course, she said, it helped
that their homework assignment was to fell
the story to whomever they could the week-
e hefore

The workshops fit in perfectly with the
sixth grade curricalum, Hessler said, in
which students learn how to make meaning
of & story What better way io do so then to
basically craft the story themselves,

“They learned how to make a story

e o W Wigh ¥

SECOND GRADE STUDENTS HEFISS& HEHEH-I.':!-MHIE lsabel Planes and
Kyle Rodriguez listen intently as sixth grader James Planes shares his story.

gound interesting. ™ Kessler gaid, “and o get
people excibed to hear abowt what they have
insag” :

Sixth grader William Burkett said telling
his story (o the younger children was a
great opportunity and very rewarding. “1t
wis & very exciting experience being able to
look down at the kids and seeing them
ahsorbed in the story” he salid.

Burkett said through his stocyelling he
fedt ke he was taking the kids on a journey
Fellow sixth grader Danbells Longo said shao
lesirned Bhaat the listeners should e abe 1o
vismlize every aspact of a story That can't

happen without a good storyteller. ™you
Tarve o peally be thie story™ she said.

Ann Kim described it a8 making "a
movis throogh words™ Even the. most hor-
ing of tales can be made interesting with
the right storyielling.

Kesaler said the students pot 5o much
from the experience becanse they had a
really good teacher in Marshall. “He was
absolutely fabulous and be made stories
come fo life,” she said. “He had the kids
mesmerinsl.”
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